SHALLOTTE BOARD OF ALDERMEN

REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 15, 2004

7:00 P.M.

The Shallotte Board of Aldermen met for a regular meeting on June 15, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the council chambers of the Shallotte Town Hall.  Mayor Gerald Long presided the meeting.

Aldermen present:  Sara McCullough, Jim Roach, Buddy Kelly, Rick Branning and Jerry Jones

Aldermen absent:  None

Staff present:  Sandy Hewett, Attorney Laura Thompson, Tim Owens, Rodney Gause, Scott Branning and Albert Hughes

I.  CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Long called the meeting to order.  A motion was made by Jim Roach seconded by Jerry Jones to open the meeting.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

II.  INVOCATION & PLEDGE

Reverend Rich Vaughan gave the Invocation followed by the Board and audience reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

III.  PUBLIC COMMENTS

Roney Cheers commented on the recent State 3-A championship won by the West Brunswick baseball team.  He would like to see the Town do something very special for these boys honoring their accomplishment.  Mr. Cheers also asked if the latest annexation in Brierwood was approved.  He was informed the Shumard annexation was approved with the clear understanding that the Town is not responsible for Brierwood Road and that should this road become impassible, Town services could be discontinued. A moratorium was placed on all annexations along Brierwood Road.

IV.  AGENDA AMENDMENTS
A motion was made by Jerry Jones seconded by Jim Roach to add item #2 West Brunswick High School Baseball Team Resolution under Administration New Business.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

V.  CONSENT AGENDA

A motion was made by Buddy Kelly seconded by Jim Roach to approve the minutes of the June 1, 2004 regular meeting, as amended.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

VI.  ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

1. Re-schedule Flood Damage Prevention public hearing – A motion was made by Sara McCullough seconded by Jim Roach to re-schedule the Flood Damage Prevention public hearing to July 21, 2004.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

2. Hazard Mitigation Plan Amendment – A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Jim Roach to approve Amendment 1 of the Community-Based Hazard Mitigation Plan for the Town of Shallotte.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.  A copy of the Amendment 1 Resolution has been attached as a permanent record of these minutes.

3. Wildwood Village Annexation & Assessment – Administrator Owens informed the Board there was a good turnout at the information meeting held last week for Wildwood Village residents.  He stated as of this date there are approximately 39 parcels on board for annexation.  Grady Hardwick feels he may be able to persuade 3-5 more to join in also.  A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Jerry Jones to proceed forward with the annexation and assessment of Wildwood Village.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

B. New Business

1. 2003 Property Tax Releases – A motion was made by Jerry Jones seconded by Jim Roach to approve the 2003 property tax releases as submitted by the Tax Collector.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.  A copy of the Tax Collector’s report has been attached as a permanent record of these minutes.

2. West Brunswick High School Baseball Team Resolution – A motion was made by Sara McCullough seconded by Jim Roach to approve a resolution honoring West Brunswick High School as the State 3-A State baseball champions.  The Board has agreed to mount the resolution and present it to Coach Mike Alderson at a future meeting.  The Board also agreed to purchase a sign honoring the baseball team and if approved by Brunswick Electric, place it on their property at the corner of Highway 130 and 17 beside the Chamber of Commerce.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

C. Other

VII.  PLANNING DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

1. CAMA Land Use Plan Update – A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Buddy Kelly to allow the Administrator to pursue the process for allowing Holland Consulting Planners, Inc. (Dale Holland) to perform the Land Use Plan revision for the Town of Shallotte.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.  

B. New Business

C. Other

VIII.  PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

1. Rural Center Grant – A motion was made by Sara McCullough seconded by Rick Branning to allow Administrator Owens send out Request for Proposal packets to contractors that are capable of providing us with the study we need for our Rural Center Grant.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

B. New Business

C. Other

IX.  FIRE DEPARTMENT
A. Old Business

B. New Business

C. Other

X.  POLICE DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

1. GHSP Grant – Chief Gause informed the Board that the Shallotte Police Department was awarded a GHSP Grant in the amount of $92,784.  Included in the grant is the addition of a new officer, vehicle/equipment, mobile data terminal and training.  Chief Gause stated that the new officer’s shift would run Wednesday – Sunday, a 10- hour shift from 7:00 p.m. until 5:00 a.m.  The grant would pay the salary 100% the first year, 75% the second year and 50% the third year.  The Town would be responsible 100% from there on out.  Alderman McCullough asked Chief Gause if this was approved and the new officer was hired, would he still need the overtime that was budgeted for the upcoming year?  Chief Gause stated he would probably not need the entire amount, but with this officer only working certain days, he would need the overtime to cover the remaining days.  A motion was made by Buddy Kelly seconded by Jerry Jones to accept the GHSP grant (and all restrictions) as awarded to the Shallotte Police Department.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

B. New Business

1. Taser Guns – Chief Gause and Detective Branning discussed the need for taser guns.  Chief Gause stated his main reason was officer safety.  He is requesting three tasers, two to be used on night duty and one during the day.  There is $7,000 in seized drug money available in the Chief’s current budget, which he could use for the purchase.  Administrator Owens stated that he had contacted the North Carolina League of Municipalities and they had no real concerns with the Town owning/using tasers.  They just highly recommended that a policy be in place on how and when to use them.   A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Buddy Kelly to allow the Shallotte Police Department to purchase three taser guns with seized drug money available in their current budget.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

C. Other

XI.  BOARD MEMBERS AGENDA

Neither Aldermen Kelly nor Jones had any comments.

Alderman McCullough asked what we intended to do about the request from Pat Purvis Brown with regards to false fire alarms?  Administrator Owens was instructed to have Chief VerMeersch make a written recommendation as FYI to the Board.   Alderman McCullough informed the Board that the Town Appreciation Day cost the Town less than $250.

Alderman Roach asked if the Peterson’s were hooked onto the water/sewer yet?  Albert Hughes stated that they were.

Alderman Branning commented on the street transfers from DOT.

XII.  FYI INFORMATION

1. Shallotte Fire Department monthly report

2. Shallotte Fire Marshal monthly reports

3. Request from Pat Purvis Brown

4. NC Small Development program

XIII.  CLOSED SESSION

1. Personnel

2. Real Estate

A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Jerry Jones to go into closed session for the purpose to discuss personnel and real estate.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

A motion was made by Buddy Kelly seconded by Rick Branning to resume regular session.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.  During closed session a motion was made by Buddy Kelly seconded by Jim Roach to allow Mayor Long to sign the offer to purchase contract for the Brunswick Beacon property located on Cheers Street.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.  No other action was taken during closed session.

A motion was made by Buddy Kelly seconded by Jim Roach to approve the following merit increases:

EMPLOYEE                MERIT INCREASE             OLD SALARY         NEW SALARY
Sandy Hewett               3%                                $15.76                      $16.24

Mimi Gaither                 3%                                $32,843                    $33,829

Jim VerMeersch            3%                                $40,000                    $41,200

Chuck Denely                3%                                $11.37                      $11.72

Stephen Hager               3%                                $10.35                      $10.66

Talmage Holden             3%                                $10.31                      $10.62

Andy Crocker                3%                                $10.35                      $10.66

RE Hewett                     3%                                $10.29                      $10.60

Danny Roden                 2%                                $10.40                      $10.61

Harry Floyd                    4%                               $13.05                       $13.58

Todd Vasquez                3%                               $11.78                       $12.14

Aaron Muscle                 2%                               $12.03                       $12.27

Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

XIV.  RECESS TO END OF YEAR MEETING

A motion was made by Jerry Jones seconded by Buddy Kelly to recess to our “End of the Year” meeting on June 29, 2004 at 5:30 p.m.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.  The meeting ended at 10:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________________

Sandy Hewett, CMC               

