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REGULAR MEETING

JULY 6, 2004

7:00 P.M.

The Shallotte Board of Aldermen met for a regular meeting on July 6, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the council chambers of the Shallotte Town Hall with Mayor Gerald Long presiding.

Aldermen present:  Sara McCullough, Jim Roach, Rick Branning, Buddy Kelly and Jerry Jones

Aldermen absent:  None

Staff present:  Sandy Hewett, Tim Owens and Jim VerMeersch (joined the meeting at 8:00 p.m.)

I.  CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Long called the meeting to order.  A motion was made by Sara McCullough seconded by Jim Roach to open the meeting.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

II.  INVOCATION & PLEDGE
Mayor Long gave the Invocation followed by the Board and audience reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

III. WEST BRUNSWICK HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL PLAQUE PRESENTATION

Mayor Long presented the 2003/2004 West Brunswick High School baseball team with a resolution honoring their State 3-A Championship win.

IV.  PUBLIC HEARINGS

A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Jim Roach to open the public hearing portion of the meeting.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

1. Repeal existing Chapter 151 – Flood Damage Prevention and replace with revised Chapter 151 – Flood Damage Prevention ordinance as proposed.  Adopt the revised preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) applicable to the Town and it’s ETJ and received from the State of North Carolina on December 12, 2003.  Administrator Owens explained that the State has updated the Town’s flood plain maps and we need to adopt these new changes.  However, Administrator Owens asked that this item be tabled until the uncertainty on the new Flood Way designation has been determined.

2. Proposed UDO (United Development Ordinance) and Proposed Zoning Map – Mr. Dale Holland of Holland Consulting Planners, Inc., addressed the audience.  He informed everyone that the Town has been working on updating our ordinances and map since September 2001.  There are no proposed annexations or changes to the current zoning.  State Statutes require notification by mail to all property owners located within the Town’s planning jurisdiction.  1,550 letters were mailed out by Holland Consulting Planners, Inc.  Mr. Holland stated that the Town’s current ordinances were not consistent with current State requirements and they wanted to consolidate our ordinances so that when a customer needs to know what is and isn’t allowed in a particular zone, they can be handed one document instead of several.  Judge Holmes asked how the Town could tell him what to do with his property when he didn’t pay taxes to the Town.  Mr. Holland explained that the State of North Carolina allows it’s municipalities to have what is called an Extra Territorial Jurisdiction and in that ETJ area, the Town is allowed to control the zoning.  Administrator Owens noted that during this process, several parcels of land were discovered that had incorrect zoning.  He would like the Board to go ahead and approve the UDO and map as presented and make any modifications after it has been adopted.  If we make changes at this particular time, we would have to notify the 1,550 property owners once again.  A motion was made by Buddy Kelly seconded by Jim Roach to close the public hearing portion of the meeting.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.  A copy of Mr. Holland’s summary of the significant changes from the existing ordinances that are included in the draft Town of Shallotte Unified Development Ordinance has been attached as a permanent record of these minutes.

V.  PUBLIC COMMENTS

Sue McCann wanted to compliment Sara McCullough on all the hard work she has done with the flowers on Main Street and how lovely everything looks.

VI.  AGENDA AMENDMENTS

A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Sara McCullough to approve the following agenda amendment:

· Delete item #3 under Administration Department New Business and replace it with Billboard Legislation.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

VII.  CONSENT AGENDA

A motion was made by Jerry Jones seconded by Buddy Kelly to approve the following consent agenda items:

· Budget Adjustment – BA 04011

          - 10.3985.0000 Sale of Fixed Assets  (debit $4,000)

          - 10.5100.3601 Vests, Guns & Weapons (credit $4,000)

· Fee Schedules – Annual approval

          - 2004/2004 Pay Scale

          - Planning Application Fee Schedule

          - Water and Sewer Capital Reserve Fees

· Tourism Board Re-appointments

          - Dr. John Ward, Chairman – term expiring 08/07

          - Jonni Moree – term expiring 08/07

          - Sandy Sloan – term expiring 08/06

          - Terry Durham – term expiring 08/06

          - John Hancock – term expiring 08/06

· Minutes

          - Regular Meeting – June 15, 2004

          - End of Year Meeting – June 29, 2004

Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

VIII.  PUBLIC HEARING ACTION

1. Repeal existing Chapter 151 – Flood Damage Prevention and replace with revised Chapter 151 – Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance as proposed.  Adopt the revised preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) applicable to the Town and it’s ETJ and received from the State of North Carolina on December 12, 2003.  A motion was made by Buddy Kelly seconded by Jim Roach to table this until our August 3, 2003 meeting, in order for the Town Administrator to obtain further information concerning the new Flood Way designation.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

2. Proposed UDO (United Development Ordinance) and Proposed Zoning Map – A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Jim Roach to repeal the following:

· Chapter 97.15 through 97.19 – Street Specifications

· Chapter 97 – Appendix:  Street Specifications

· Chapter 110 – Sexually Oriented Establishments

· Chapter 151 – Flood Damage Prevention

· Chapter 152 – Subdivision

                  And to adopt the Town of Shallotte, Unified Development Ordinance and          proposed map as submitted.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

IX.  ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

1. Fiscal Procedures Manual – Administrator Owens would like to bring this back before the Board at a later date.

2. WBHS Sign Update – A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Jim Roach to allow Administrator Owens to proceed with purchasing a 1 sided aluminum sign for $500 from The Sign Shoppe.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.  The sign honoring the 2003/2004 WBHS Baseball Team State 3-A Championship win will possibly be placed on Brunswick Electric property located at the corner of Whiteville Road and Main Street.

B. New Business

1. Flexible Medical Spending Account – A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Sara McCullough to offer the employees a flexible medical spending account.  The account could be used for any medical costs for an employee and family members.  The money would come from the paychecks and deducted at a pre-tax rate.  The account will have a maximum amount up to $1,000, any number of employees may sign up and enrollment/termination will only be allowed on an annual basis.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

2. Mini-Brook Exception – A motion was made by Jim Roach seconded by Jerry Jones to approve a resolution establishing an exemption from the Mini-Brooks Act for the Town of Shallotte’s Rural Center grant project (mapping, rate study and infiltration study).  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.  

3. Billboard Legislation – A motion was made by Jim Roach seconded by Sara McCullough to allow Administrator Owens to forward an e-mail to Governor Mike Easley requesting the he veto the recently approved House Bill 429 which basically forces municipalities to pay just compensation for non-conforming billboards.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

C. Other

X.  PLANNING DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

B. New Business

1. Recommendations

a. Lewis rezoning – A motion was made by Sara McCullough seconded by Rick Branning to schedule a public hearing on July 20, 2003 to review a request from Alan Lewis to rezone 10.55 acres located on Smith Avenue (parcel # 18200018) from R-15 to HB.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

b. Sunnyside addition – A motion was made by Buddy Kelly seconded by Jim Roach to approve a 12 x 40 addition to Sunnyside School and to also inform the Brunswick County Board of Education of the addition.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

c. Planning Board Re-appointments – A motion was made by Sara McCullough seconded by Jim Roach to approve the following Planning Board re-appointments:

· Joe Sales – Planning Board Member term expiring 08/06 and re-appointed to fill remainder of Chairman term, expiring 1/05

· Alan Lewis – Term expiring 08/06

· Larry Harrelson – Term expiring 08/06

Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

                                    C.  Other

XI.  FIRE DEPARTMENT
A. Old Business

B. New Business

1. Fire Fighter Captain Job Description – A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Buddy Kelly to approve the job description for Fire Department Captain.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

2. Department of Insurance Inspection – Chief VerMeersch updated the Board on the upcoming North Carolina Department of Insurance Fire Inspection, which will begin on November 1, 2004.

3. False Fire Alarm Fee Schedule – A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Buddy Kelly to allow our False Fire Alarm Ordinance to remain as is and to enforce accordingly.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.  Administrator Owens was instructed to contact Pat Purvis Brown and notify her of the Board’s decision.  Ms. Brown had questioned the ordinance and citations that had been received by West Brunswick High School.

C. Other

XII.  PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

B. New Business

C. Other

XIII.  POLICE DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

B. New Business

C. Other

XIV.  BOARD MEMBERS AGENDA

Alderman Kelly asked if the billboards near West Brunswick High School were in compliance with the Town?  Administrator Owens stated that he would take a look at them.

Alderman McCullough asked if the clean/snag project was complete?  Mr. Owens stated that it was.

Alderman Roach congratulated Don Ervin and Eddie Harshman on the recent completion of their Grade I Wastewater License.  Mr. Roach asked if the Town needed to officially vote to keep Laura Thompson as our attorney since she is required to notify us of a staff attorney change within their office?  Administrator Owens stated that we were not required to vote on keeping her as our attorney.  Alderman Roach asked how many employees attended the OSHA 10 hour safety class?  Mr. Owens stated that himself, Carl Hewett and James Fulford attended the class.  Mr. Roach also commented on what a terrific job WWAY TV 3 did profiling Shallotte during their Brunswick County series.

Alderman Branning asked if we had a final count on homes wishing to annex in Wildwood Village?  Mr. Owens stated that right now it looks as if we have 38-40, but Grady Hardwick plans to submit some modifications to his request and will present this to the Board at a later date.

Alderman Jones had no comments at this time.

XV.  FYI INFORMATION
1. Shallotte Fire Department monthly report

2. Water/sewer fee request

XVI.  CLOSED SESSION
1. Personnel

2. Real Estate

A motion was made by Buddy Kelly seconded by Rick Branning to go into closed session for the purpose of discussing a personnel and real estate matter.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

A motion was made by Sara McCullough seconded by Jim Roach to resume regular session.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.  No action was taken during closed session.

XVII.  ADJOURN

A motion was made by Jim Roach seconded by Rick Branning to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________________________________________

Sandy Hewett, CMC                                                                       Date

