SHALLOTTE BOARD OF ALDERMEN

REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 16, 2004

7:00 P.M.

The Shallotte Board of Aldermen met for a regular meeting on November 16, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the council chambers of the Shallotte Town Hall with Mayor Gerald Long presiding.

Aldermen present:  Sara McCullough, Jim Roach, Buddy Kelly, Rick Branning and Jerry Jones

Aldermen absent:  None

Staff present:  Sandy Hewett

I.  CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Long called the meeting to order.  A motion was made by Jim Roach seconded by Rick Branning to open the meeting.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

II.  INVOCATION & PLEDGE

Reverend Rich Vaughan gave the Invocation followed by the Board and audience reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

III.  PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

IV.  AGENDA AMENDMENTS

A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Jerry Jones to approve the following agenda amendments:

· Addition of item #1 December 7th Meeting under Administration Department New Business

· Addition of item #2 Personnel under Closed Session

Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

V.  CONSENT AGENDA

A motion was made by Sara McCullough seconded by Jim Roach to approve the following consent agenda items:

· Approval of November 2, 2004 regular meeting minutes

· Re-appointment of Jim VerMeersch and Joe Hewett to Firemen’s Relief Fund Board – terms expiring October 2006

· Appointment of Angie Harmon to Shallotte Tourism Development Authority Board – term expiring August 2006

· Approved Resolution of Consideration for Annexation through November 2006

Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

VI.  ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

B. New Business

1. December 7th Meeting – A motion was made by Jerry Jones seconded by Jim Roach to begin our December 7, 2004 regular Board meeting at 5:30 p.m. due to the fact of the Employee Christmas Party being held on the same night beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

C. Other

VII.  PLANNING DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

B. New Business

1. Recommendations

a. Owendon Plantation – This item was tabled until our next regular meeting.  We are awaiting comments from the Attorney and Alderman McCullough would like input from the Chief of Police.

b. Eastside Assembly – A motion was made by Buddy Kelly seconded by Jerry Jones to allow Eastside Assembly to have horse and buggy rides after the Shallotte Christmas Parade.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

                C.  Other

VIII.  PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

B. New Business

1. Shallotte Villas Water/Sewer Bill Discussion – Sandi Korth was present concerning the water and sewer bills for residents of Shallotte Villas.  They are requesting that the Town bill them for actual meter readings and use.  Ms. Korth states that the average usage for the residents is 3,700 gallons every two months, which is well below the minimum 6,000 gallons, for which they are charged.  She knows that some of the seniors living in the facility are not taking their medications in order to pay their bills.  They do not have dishwashers or washing machines in their apartments; therefore their usage is always below the 6,000 gallons. They are also requesting that a monthly bill be sent instead of the bimonthly bill.  Rosemarie O’Shea asked that the Town look at someone that uses less than 50% of the 6,000 minimum, that they are only charged for the water and sewer used.  Mayor Long stated that as much as we would like to help, when we take away from one area, we’d have to take away from somewhere else.  He’s not sure how we can do this.  Alderman Kelly noted that our budget is adopted in June.  If we changed rates or services now, we would come up short.  He feels this is something that should be studied during our budget process.  Alderman Roach commented that we cannot base this on age, but the percentage of usage could be studied.  Ms. Korth asked if the Town could bill them every month?  Alderman McCullough stated that it’s tough to do this for you and not Town wide.  We have to treat the Town as a whole and not individual segments or isolated groups.  It’s difficult to change our process mid-year.  Ms. Korth also asked if their water and sewer deposits could be refunded after a certain period of time?  Alderman McCullough stated again, if we did this for one we would have to do it for all.  A motion was made by Buddy Kelly seconded by Jim Roach to review the possibility of charging customers who use 50% or less of the 6,000 water and sewer minimum, the actual usage.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

C. Other

IX.  FIRE DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

B. New Business

C. Other

X.  POLICE DEPARTMENT

A. Old Business

B. New Business

C. Other

XI.  FYI INFORMATION

         1. Shallotte Fire Department monthly reports

         2. Shallotte Fire Marshal monthly reports

XII.  BOARD MEMBERS AGENDA

Neither alderman Kelly nor Jones had any comments.

Alderman McCullough mentioned that it’s time to begin stringing Christmas lights.  She wanted to get the Board’s permission to use maintenance personnel if no volunteers are available.  The Board agreed that would be fine.

Alderman Branning complimented Bunny Begeal on her recent NC Award for Outstanding Citizen through the Brunswick County Literacy Council.

Alderman Roach feels the Board should be made aware when a department head is going to be out of Town.  He asked the Mayor what was discussed at the NC State build-out meeting?  Mayor Long stated that a water quality grant has made this possible.  The state has been sectioned off in areas and they want to determine how we can continue to develop and it not become a problem for water quality.  Alderman Roach congratulated David Ward on passing his recent Fire Inspector exams as well as the staff and ourselves on receiving approval from FEMA for the Town’s Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Mayor Long also commented on the Farm City Banquet hosted by the Cooperative Extension Center.  It was discussed how Towns, rural communities and farmer/farm land each operate jointly.

XIII.  CLOSED SESSION

A motion was made by Sara McCullough seconded by Jim Roach to go into closed session for the purpose of discussing the following items:

· Real Estate

· Personnel

Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

A motion was made by Rick Branning seconded by Jerry Jones to resume regular session.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

XIV.  ADJOURN

A motion was made by Sara McCullough seconded by Rick Branning to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 no.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________________________________________

Sandy Hewett, CMC                                                           Date

